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ml By stuart eback. 
: Washington Post Foreizn Service 
NEW DELHI—TLhe. hottest political 
“issue in India these days is who .was 
“the CIA informer in Indira Gandhi's | 
“Cabinet coos the deg ‘War in Bang: 
-dadesh.: “e we he ig ang 
The ate was ied 4 days ago 
iy Gandhi, who is making a comeback 
_after suffering a humiliating defeat in 
“the March 1977 elections:- So. far‘she 
“has embroiled both. of .the: political 
“parties opposing her ‘while managing 
~herself to stand clearer 135 


“The American CIA: ‘is ued ‘coutinaly 
"as a whipping boy in Indian elections. 
‘This time, . the - ammunition . was 

“handed to Gandhi-on a silver: platter: 
“in the .form .of a ‘biography by 
“Thomas Powers, of former spy?, chief 

“Richard Helms, ‘entitled “The 2 Man. 
who Kept the Secrets.” * : an 


- In the book, which is not yet gual 
sable here, Powers tells how. in August 
1971, an informer in Gandhi's Cabinet 
told the CIA that the Soviet Union 

had signed a friendship treaty with 
‘India to forestall indian recognition 
ae Bangladesh. - Sida ines 

’ Later that year, vith ‘India fighting 
“Pakistan. in Bangladesh—then . -East, 
Pal <istan—the ‘Cabinet member was 
-able to answer a CIA question: and re. 
“port: that the, Indians. planned to. eX--| 
tend. the war to West. Pakistan. ., _ 


“According to Powers” ‘book, : Nixon 
“ealled that: information® one “of the. 


most timely pieces: of intelligence: he 
ever got 3 from the CIA» apis 


~Th addition, four leading. politicians.’ 
in the ‘two anti-Gandhi parties’ were; 
“members of her: Cabinet in 1971: One; 
“of them,.Jagjivan Ram,- ‘defense. minis. } 
ter. in 1971, has denied-a- public! accu-'s 
sation that he.was-the.CIA, informer:37 fa 


> Another, Deputy’ prime. Minister | 
¥. B. Chavan; finance ‘minister in: 1971; 
*announced: that: severak: “ governinént:! 
ministries ate- running a - cvordingted. 
_investigation: ie “uncover the CIA in:-| 


Ram’ and Chavan. are: major-figures> 
AA the Janata and Lok Dat parties, the : 


* gress Party in the Jan. 3 elections. Splin-- 
ters of the coalition that defeated her in 


‘1977, they. nowAqpped ve dnFion Rislegse 
peming © eaca ca ote a8 te they ao battling 
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“iont a binee But Ge 


: Dal. inembers—Chavan, C.. Subrama- 
: nian,” the peesent defense | minister, 
“and Karan Singh, the present educa: 


oon minister—who were in Phat oe 


» Charan. Singh, “the capetabee prime i 

i mbnleter! and. head ‘of: the. Lok Dal, has 
“aid that: no members. of his. present. 
Cabinet, was.the CIA informer. ~« teh 
ae Oddly: enough, none of the informa- 
‘tion: “revealed in’ Powers’ book was 
new. ‘Columnist Jack. Anderson ‘re 
“ported in 1971, when he uncovered the 
“Nixon-Kissinger . “tilt. ‘toward - Paki- 
estan,” that the CIA received informa- 
ction on-Indian intentions from amem- 
-ber of. Gandhi’ s Cabinet.” or a 
ein fact, Powers indluded the infor- 
*mationin. his book as an ‘illustration 
“of how upset the CIA was about intel- 


; ligence leaks from high in the execu- 


: tive’ branch. The CIA, _Powers wrote, 
‘“was not about to tell évery: junior 


“desk officer in government that it had 


‘an agent in Indira Gandhi's ‘Cabinet.” 

‘21 When Gandhi told a° Nov.,10- politi- 

“gal rally in Kampur about the CIA. in- 

“former in her Cabinet, ‘she- said she 

“had not seen the book but had Be 
ectio 


cher: “ihe s : 
Two hae Jater ane ee of Exter. 


nal. ‘Affairs, on the direct, orders of For- 
‘eign ‘Minister - 5S. N. ‘Mishra, released 


A, Since? then,’ ‘Prime! Minister Singh’s 

2 caretaker government: has. been trying 
“to pin. the “charge of (CIA; agent. on 
Ram. Singh hinted “that Ram was- the 
aman. who informed.:the CIA, .and:on 
*Monday one of his political as Raj 
Narain, actually named. Ram... se 


Ay Only. one newspaper, the aise: 
‘earried the story. One news. agency. 
‘also carried Narain’s charge, but later) 
asked subscribers to kill the name. . 


Narain, the president of Singh’s ‘Lok 
‘Dal party whom ‘the. Express ‘de- 
‘scribed as not having: “distinguished 
himself by sobriety” in-his ' post,” of- 
fered only one piece of circumstantial 
‘evidence to back the charge: the fact 
that Ram left the post of defense min- 
‘ister after--India defeated - Pakistan 
-and became agriculture minister. - “~~ 


- ‘That, ‘Narain said, could.” noe 
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In denying :- -the- charge,’ Ram: vate 
Se Singh for clearing members. of 
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; aad defended his record as 2 member 
of the Gandhi Cabinet. —_ 

“7 have dealt with the defense appa: 
_ratus of the country, for several years 
‘and [I have dealt with it to the satis- 
5 faction of the entire nation,” he said.:” 

“While the- Janata and Lok Dal poll: 

: daans battled each other, Gandhi has. 
been. sitting. quietly on. the, sidelines. | 
‘She was- accused of having CLA con 
“nections: in.a .book by Sen. Patrick 
> Moynihan--(D-N.Y.),. the. former US.. 
“ ambassador ‘to Indla,. who wrote: that 
_Gandhi's Congress Party _ recclvell 
is Cla funds twice in the past..; .- .2«5, 
The.. newspapers, however, have | 
roundly condemned all the politicians 
‘for raising the CIA issue. The gener- 
ally: pro-Gandhi .Times. of India last 
week called it “shocking” that Gandhi 

-“lont credence tothe charge that-an. 

‘unnamed: Cabinet ‘colleague Ww as. in 

touch with the CIA.” Later, in an- edi- 

torial headed: “From. Bad to Worse;” 

‘the Times attacked Narain and Singh 

aoe poiriting the finger at Ram. > 

“-The Times editorial also defended 
os position of not printing 2 Narain’s 
original - charge,“ vw which it: edlled’ 
‘libelous - Scy-2 to a highly’ respected « 
‘individual who can be the country’ 3 
; Prime minister | one day.” Be Rene ares ional 
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